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The  Allegheny  County  Republican  Committee  held  a  meeting  on 
Saturday,  the  8th  of  March,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
election  of  delegates  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
at  Chicago,  and  delegates  to  the  State  Convention  at  Harrisburg.  It 
was  quite  generally  believed  that  this  Committee  would  provide  for  the 
election  of  National  delegates  by  conventions,  in  each  Congressional 
district,  of  delegates  elected  directly  by  the  people.  A  petition  signed 
by  sixty  representative  Republicans  was  presented,  respectfully  asking 
that  such  popular  Congressional  District  Conventions  be  ordered  in 
accordance  with  what  the  signers  believed  to  be  the  provision  of  the 
National  rule.  The  petition,  however,  was  denied,  and  the  following 
resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Magee,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  delegates  elected  by  the  Senatorial  and  Legis¬ 
lative  Conventions  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
meet  in  convention  in  their  respective  Congressional  districts  within 
five  days  after  their  election,  at  the  call  of  the  Chairman  of  this  com¬ 
mittee,  and  at  such  places  as  may  be  designated,  and  there  elect  two 
delegates  each,  to  represent  said  Congressional  districts  at  the  Repub¬ 
lican  National  convention,  to  be  held  in  Chicago,  June  3,  1884,  and 
the  action  of  the  said  convention  to  be  certified  by  the  respective 
officers  thereof  to  the  Republican  National  Convention.” 

Many  Republicans  believed  that  this  action  of  the  County  Com¬ 
mittee  was  unfair,  and  in  contravention  both  of  the  spirit  and  the  let¬ 
ter  of  the  National  rule.  Under  the  division  of  Allegheny  county 
into  Senatorial  and  Legislative  districts,  two  Senatorial  and  tWo  Leg¬ 
islative  districts  lay  in  both  the  Congressional  districts  into  which 
Allegheny  county  is  divided,  viz :  The  Twenty-second  and  Twenty- 
third.  It  was  also  believed  that  this  action  was  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  fair  and  free  expression  of  the  preference  of  the  people 
for  Presidential  nominee. 

Believing  this,  a  few  Republicans  called  a  meeting  of  Republicans 
for  Wednesday  afternoon,  March  12th,  to  consider  the  action  of  the 
County  Committee.  The  call  for  this  meeting  set  forth  that  ‘‘The 
meeting  is  intended  to  be  advisory  and  looking  only  to  the  best  inter¬ 
ests,  present  and  prospective,  of  the  Republican  party.  ’  ’  This  confer¬ 
ence  was  quite  largely  attended.  A  committee  on  resolutions  was  aj)- 
pointed,  who  presented  to  the  meeting  the  following  report ; 
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Whereas^  The  County  Republican  Committee  of  Allegheny  County 
has  directed  that  the  delegates  from  the  Twenty-second  and  Twenty- 
third  Congressional  districts  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
shall  be  elected  by  delegates  elected  by  the  Legislative  and  Senatorial 
Conventions;  and, 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  this  action  violates  the  spirit,  if  not  the 
letter,  of  the  instructions  of  the  National  Republican  Committee,  and 
is  designed  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  right  to  elect  delegates  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  by  separate  popular  district  conven¬ 
tions;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  this  action  is  further  designed  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  sending  to  Chicago  from  this  county  of  a  delegation  favorable 
to  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  President  who  is  the  undoubted 
choice  of  these  districts  and  the  State  ;  but. 

Whereas,  We  feel  ourselves  compelled  under  the  circumstances, 
and  in  view  of  the  shortness  of  time  and  to  avoid  dissensions  that  may 
jeopardize  success  in  this  county  this  fall,  to  accept,  though  under  > 
protest,  the  methods  suggested  by  the  County  Committee ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves,  and  call  upon  every  true  Re¬ 
publican  in  the  county  to  stand  with  us  to  accomplish  the  defeat  of 
those  who  have  arrogated  to  themselves  the  title  of  leaders,  and  who 
hope  to  subserve  personal  ends. 

Resolved,  That  the  scheme  of  these  political  intriguers  can  only  be 
thwarted  by  a  full  vote  at  the  primary  elections  on  the  29th  inst.,  and 
we  call  upon  every  citizen  who  desires  to  be  fairly  represented  at  the 
National  convention  to  come  out  on  that  occasion,  and  see  that  his  vote 
is  counted  for  delegates,  who  in  turn  will  send  gentlemen  to  the  National 
Convention  who  will  there,  in  the  selection  of  a  candidate  for  Presi¬ 
dent,  voice  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  whose  votes  will  not  be 
for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder. 

This  meeting,  without  adopting  the  report,  referred  it  to  a  mass 
convention  of  Republicans,  which  was  called  to  be  held  at  Lafayette 
Hall,  Pittsburgh,  on  the  evening  of  March  15th.  This  mass  conven¬ 
tion,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  representative  gatherings 
of  Republicans  ever  held  in  Allegheny  county.  After  a  thorough  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  situation  and  the  presentation  of  two  alternate  proposi¬ 
tions,  one  of  which  providing  for  ignoring  entirely  the  action  of  the 
County  Committee,  and  electing  delegates  by  popular  ballot ;  the  other 
providing  for  accepting  the  action  of  the  County  Committee  up  to  the 
point  of  electing  delegates  to  the  various  Senatorial  and  Legislative 
conventions,  and  then  calling  these  delegates  elected  from  the  Various 
precincts  within  the  county  within  their  respective  Congressional  dis¬ 
tricts  to  elect  delegates  to  Chicago, — decided  almost  unanimously  to 
adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  on  resolutions,  as  set  forth  in  the 
above  report  made  to  the  conference  on  March  12th. 

This  mass  convention  provided  for  the  organization  of  a  Committee 
of  One  Hundred,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  endeavor  to  secure  dele¬ 
gates  to  these  various  Senatorial  and  Legislative  conventions,  who 
would  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Allegheny  County,  which  it 
was  believed  were  largely  in  favor  of  the  nomination  of  Jas.  G.  Blaine. 
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Such  a  committee  was  appointed  and  organized  by  the  choice  of  John 
S.  Slagle  as  Chairman,  Jos.  D.  Weeks  as  Vice  Chairman,  and  W.  H. 
Gutelius  as  Secretary.  The  Committee  proceeded  industriously  to 
work  in  securing  delegates  in  the  various  election  precincts  of  the 
county  to  the  Senatorial  and  Legislative  conventions,  who  would  act  in 
harmony  with  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred.  Without  exception 
the  delegates  representing  this  Committee  of  One  Hundred  pledged 
themselves  to  act  with  the  Committee,  and  with  the  other  delegates 
elected  as  the  representatives  of  the  mass  convention  of  March  15th, 
and  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  appointed  in  accordance  with  the 
resolutions  of  this  mass  convention. 

This  Committee  of  One  Hundred  opened  rooms,  as  headquarters, 
at  No.  77  Fourth  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  which  were  known  and  desig¬ 
nated  as  the  rooms  of  ‘‘The  Citizens’  Republican  Committee.” 

The  Primary  Elections  were  held  within  the  County  of  Allegheny 
on  March  29th,  1884,  between  the  hours  of  4  and  7  o’clock,  p.  m. 

Tbe  Fourth  Representative  District  Convention  met  in  Select 
Council  Chamber,  City  of  Pittsburgh,  on  Tuesday,  April  ist,  1884, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  Geo.  T.  Oliver,  Esq.,  who  acted  as 
temporary  chairman.  The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  business 
of  organization  as  follows : 

1,  Six  temporary  secretaries  were  elected. 

2.  The  business  of  making  up  the  roll  was  then  proceeded  with 
by  a  call  of  the  election  districts  and  receiving  the  credentials  of  the 
delegates  for  examination  by  the  temporary  secretaries. 

When  the  third  district  of  the  twenty-third  ward  was  called,  Mr. 
Houseman  asked  the  chairman,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Barker,  who  was 
contesting  the  seat  of  Mr.  Brown  from  that  district,  whether  or  not  this 
case  would  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  contested  seats,  and  desired 
that  the  chair  would  rule  on  the  question.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  chairman, 
declined  to  rule  the  matter  without  the  papers  in  the  case  before  him, 
and  added  that  the  papers  presented  to  him  in  the  case  on  the  day  before, 
he  did  not  think  were  in  proper  form  as  to  proof  of  service  of  notice  on  Mr. 
Brown.  Mr.  Houseman  then  handed  up  to  the  chair  for  examination 
the  papers  in  the  case,  which  included 

1.  A  copy  of  the  original  notice  of  contest. 

2.  A  certificate  as  to  service  of  the  said  notice  on  Mr.  Brown, 
signed  by  Mr.  Barker,  the  contestant. 

3.  An  affidavit,  by  W.  H.  Gutelius,  as  to  the  fact  of  his  having 
served  the  notice  of  contest  in  the  case  on  Mr.  Oliver  personally,  at 
the  time  and  place  designated. 

4.  An  affidavit  of  J.  C.  Cox  that  he  had  served  the  notice  of 
contest  on  Mr.  Brown,  by  delivering  the  same  at  his  office  in  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh,  on  Monday,  March  31st,  1884,  between  the  hours  of  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 

5.  A  joint  affidavit,  made  by  W.  H.  Barker,  J.  W.  Barker,  W. 
C.  Cronemeyer,  H.  E.  Weimar  and  J.  C.  Cox,  setting  forth  the  grounds 
for  the  contest,  together  with  an  allegation  that  “if  a  fair  investigation 
of  the  vote  of  said  district  be  had  they  are  sure  that  they  can  establish 
the  fact  that  more  illegal  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  the  said  Harry 
Brown  than  the  number  claimed  by  him  as  his  majority.” 


6 


Mr.  Houseman  then  notified  the  chair  that  he  would  call  the 
matter  up  after  his  examination  of  the  papers  in  the  case.  When  the 
call  of  districts  was  completed  Mr.  Oliver  made  a  personal  explanation 
to  the  convention  concerning  what  took  place  when  tlie  notice  of  contest 
in  this  case  was  served  on  him  by  Mr.  Gutelius,  and,  after  some 
further  controversy  on  the  subject,  ruled  that  the  case  would  be  sent  out 
with  the  committee  on  contested  seats,  to  be  heard  with  the  other  cases 
of  contest  pending  in  the  convention. 

The  result  of  the  call  of  the  roll  showed  the  following  contests 
pending  in  the  convention  : 
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Harry  Brown,  Machine 
John  A.  Read,  Citizens. 
A.  Roadman,  Citizens. 
M.  H.  Houseman,  Ctzs. 
W.  F.  Aull,  Citizens. 

P.  Harkins,  Citizens. 

J.  F.  Snyder,  Citizens. 

J.  P.  Andrews,  Machine. 
A.  Fulton,  Machine. 

John  Small,  Machine. 

Jos.  Blaney,  Citizens,  x 
John  Rhine,  Citizens,  x 


W.  H.  Barker,  Citizens. 
J.  E.  Wall,  Machine. 

A.  Harper,  Machine. 

S.  T.  Paisley,  Machine. 

T. W.  Lindsay,' Machine. 
R.  Thomas,  Machine. 

R.  A.  Baxter,  Machine. 
G.  W.  Smith,  Citizens. 
Alex  Murdoch,  Citizens. 
F.  Seibert,  Citizens. 

J.  J.  Williams,  Machine. 
J.  Crowley,  Machine. 


Those  marked  (x)  withdrawn  before  hearing  by  the  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Nominations  for  Permanent  Chairman  were  then  called  for, 
and  Mr.  C.  P.  Tiers  was  nominated  on  the  part  of  the  Citizens,  and 
Mr.  Andrew  Fulton  on  the  part  of  the  Machine. 

Mr.  Oliver  ruled,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Magee,  that  in  cases 
cf  contest  only  the  Delegate  holding  credentials  should  vote  for  Per¬ 
manent  Chairman. 

When  the  Second  District  of  the  Thirteenth  Ward  was  called,  and  the 
substitute  for  the  delegate  elected  cast  his  vote  for  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  W. 
F.  Aull,  representing  the  delegates  in  the  convention  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  citizen  Republicans  as  against  the  “Machine,”  took  the  floor 
and  addressing  the  Chair  protested  against  the  vote  of  that  district 
being  recorded  in  favor  of  an  interest,  so  manifestly  in  opposition  to 
that  purpose  to  serve  which  the  delegate  was  elected  by  his  constituents. 

Objection  was  made  by  several  members  that  the  protest  entered 
by  Mr.  Aull  was  out  of  order  at  this  time.  Mr.  Oliver  then  ruled  that 
nothing  was  in  order  except  the  calling  of  the  roll,  after  which  Mt. 
Aull  would  be  heard  if  he  desired. 

When  the  call  of  the  roll  was  completed,  although  Mr.  Aull  was 
on  his  feet  claiming  recognition  by  the  chair,  Mr.  Oliver  did  not  give 
him  the  floor,  but  announced  the  result  of  the  vote  to  be  46  1-2  for 
Mr.  Fulton  against  44  1-2  for  Mr.  Tiers,  and  turning  to  Mr.  Fulton, 
who  was  standing  near  the  rostrum,  invited  him  to  take  the  chair. 
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which  he  did  very  promptly  and  recognized  Mr.  Aull,  who  spoke  in 
substance  as  follows : 

“I  desire  to  enter  my  protest  against  recording  the  vote  from  the 
second  precinct  of  the  Thirteenth  ward,  and  the  vote  from  the 
first  precinct  of  the  Twenty-sixth  ward,  for  Mr.  Fulton.  The 
delegates  elected  from  those  precincts  both  made  their  canvas  in  the 
direct  interest  of  Blaine,  and  on  that  issue  were  elected.  Otherwise 
they  would  have  been  defeated.  Mr.  Fulton  does  not  represent  the 
Blaine  interest  in  this  Convention,  and  the  casting  of  those  two  votes 
for  him  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  sentiment  of  the  districts  which 
they  represent.  We  demand  that  the  sentiment  of  those  districts  be 
honestly  voiced.  We  demand  that  the  votes  of  those  districts  be 
recorded  where  they  properly  belong,  and  in  making  this  demand  we 
believe  we  are  asking  nothing  more  than  is  guaranteed  us  by  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  rules  of  the  County  Committee.  We  represent  in  this 
Convention  a  majority  of  the  people  and  a  majority  of  the  delegates, 
and  we  are  here  to  ask  and  are  asking  for  nothing  more  than  what  is  ours 
by  right.  The  time  has  come  when  a  suppression  of  the  expressed  will 
of  the  people  by  fraud,  juggling  and  chicanery,  must  stop.  I  will  say, 
in  anticipation  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Contested  Seats,  that 
if  we  are  not  given  our  rights  here  we  will  not  bolt,  but  we  will  retire 
peaceably  from  this  .convention,  select  our  delegates  to  Harrisburg, 
and  let  a  higher  tribunal  than  this  decide  upon  their  rights.  We 
propose  to  elect  our  delegates  here  if  we  may,  elsewhere  if  we  must. 
W^e  intend  to  fight  this  matter  step  by  step,  and  stand  up  for  our  rights.” 

Subsequently,  M.  H.  Houseman  obtained  the  floor — to  second 
the  protest  as  made  by  Mr.  Aull, — and  was  proceeding  to  question  the 
legal  right  and  propriety  of  Mr.  Fulton  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Convention  by  an  election  thus  obtained,  and  further  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  a  contest  was  pending,  as  to  his  right  to  a  seat  in 
the  convention,  and  of  the  notorious  circumstances  connected  with 
his  election. 

But  his  remarks  on  this  subject  were  cut  short  by  a  vigorous  use 
of  the  gavel  and  a  call  to  order  by  the  Chairman,  who  evidently  did 
not  relish  a  discussion  of  this  subject.  When  quiet  was  partially  re¬ 
stored  the  President  and  Vice-President  then  proceeded  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  seven  members  on  contested  seats  in  the  manner  pro¬ 
vided  by  Rule  6  of  the  County  Executive  Committee,  which  Rule  is  as 
follows : 

“After  the  organization  is  perfected  the  President  and  Vice-Pres¬ 
ident  shall  jointly  appoint  a  committee  on  contested  seats  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner  :  Each  of  said  officers  shall  designate  ten  delegates  whose 
seats  are  not  contested.  From  the  twenty  names  so  designated  the 
President  and  Vice  President  shall  alternately  strike  off  one  name  (the 
President  to  strike  off  the  first  name)  until  but  seven  names  remain. 
These  seven,  one  of  whom  shall  be  designated  as  Chairman  by  the 
President,  shall  constitute  the  commitee,  whose  decision  in  all  cases  of 
contest  shall  be  binding  without  exception  or  appeal.  In  case  there 
is  no  contest  for  President  the  committee  shall  be  appointed  by  him, 
and  the  committee  so  appointed  shall  be  sworn  to  perform  their  duties  in 
the  presence  of  the  Convention  with  fidelity  and  impartiality. 
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Before  the  names  of  the  committee  were  announced  Mr.  House¬ 
man  asked  Chairman  Fulton  to  rule  on  the  following  questions : 

Mr.  Houseman — Can  a  delegate  whose  seat  in  this  Convention  is 
contested  serve  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on  contested  seats  ? 

Chairmait  Fulton — He  can  not. 

Mr.  Houseman — Then  I  will  ask  if  a  delegate  to  this  convention, 
whose  seat  in  the  Convention  is  contested,  can  act  as  its  Chairman  and 
appoint  the  majority  of  the  committee  on  contested  seats,  which  will 
pass  upon  his  own  case  of  contest  ? 

Chairman  Fulton — I  rule  that  he  can. 

Mr.  Houseman — Then  we  must  offer  a  protest  to  that  ruling  in 
this  case. 

When  the  committee  on  contested  seats  were  announced  and 
were  called  upon  by  the  Chair  to  be  sworn,  two  of  the  members — one 
from  the  majority  and  one  from  the  minority — declined  to  take  the 
oath  and  serve  on  the  committee,  whereupon  a  substitute  for  the  minor¬ 
ity  member  was  selected  from  the  original  list  furnished  by  the  Vice- 
President,  and  President  Fulton  proceeded  to  appoint  Mr.  Mark  Don¬ 
ley  as  a  substitute  for  the  member  declining  to  serve  on  the  majority 
side  of  the  committee,  although  his  name  was  not  on  the  list  as  orig¬ 
inally  submitted  to  the  Vice  President.  Mr.  Houseman,  on  behalf  of 
the  Citizens’  delegates,  objected  to  this  appointment  on  the  committee 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  in  express  violation  of  Rule  6,  and  did  not 
give  the  Vice-President  any  opportunity  to  strike  off  this  name. 

Chairman  Fulton  disregarded  the  objection  and  directed  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  be  sworn,  as  thus  constituted,  to  which  ruling  and  action  a 
further  protest  was  made. 

The  committee  then  received  from  the  Chair  the  papers  filed  in 
the  various  cases  of  contests  pending  and  retired  to  the  office  of  the 
City.  Clerk  and  proceeded  to  hear  the  cases  as  follows : 

The  Machine  contestants  were  represented  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Magee. 
The  Citizen  contestants  by  Mr.  M.  H.  Houseman. 

Eighteenth  Ward,  Second  District. 

Delegate  holding  credentials,  Adam  Roadman,  Citizens’  Repub¬ 
lican;  contested  by  A.  Harper,  Machine  Republican. 

A.  Harper,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Donley : 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  votes  to  the  polls  that  were  refused? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  there  were  Democratic  votes  taken  on  the  other 
side  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  ‘What  majority  did  Roadman  have? 

A.  Twelve. 

Q.  You  say  that  they  admitted  those  votes  knowing  that  they 
were  Democrats? 
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A.  Yes,  sir,  and  if  anybody  came  in  to  vote  for  me  they  couldn’t 

vote. 

Q.  Was  the  Board  sworn  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Board? 

A.  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Trosh  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

By  Mr.  Chris.  Magee : 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  you  take  there  that  were  refused? 

A.  Three,  and  when  more  saw  that  these  couldn’t  vote,  they  got 
disgusted,  and  went  home  because  they  wouldn’t  accept  the  voters  that 
we  brought  here. 


By  Mr.  Houseman  : 


Q.  Ho’w  many  persons  do  you  say  w^ere  prevented  from  voting? 
A.  Three. 

Q.  Will  you  give  us  the  names  of  those  three? 

A.  Jas.  Connelly,  John  Moore  and  Mr.  Steinberg. 

Q.  Were  these  the  only  parties  whose  votes  were  denied? 

A.  There  w^re  more,  but  I  don’t  know  how  many. 

Q.  Were  they  Republicans  or  Democrats? 

A.  They  split  their  tickets. 

Q.  How  many  of  that  kind  were  denied  a  vote? 

A.  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any? 

A.  Mr.  Mcllwaine,  is  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  composed  the  Board? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Trosh  and  Mr.  Johnson. 


By  a  member : 

Q.  How  many  Democrats  voted  for  your  opponent? 

A.  Six  came  there  at  first,  but  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  were 
Democrats  or  Republicans;  this  man  I  know  has  been  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Did  they  take  any  votes  after  you  had  challenged  them? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Board  know  that  this  man  was  a  Democrat? 

A.  I  don’t  know. 


By  Housetnan : 

We  have  here  an  affidavit  signed  and  sworn  to  by  all  the  members 
of  the  Election  Board  in  this  district,  viz:  Messrs.  Francis,  Trosh  and 
Johnson,  which  I  now  offer  in  evidence.  The  affidavit  was  then  read 
and  stated  in  effect,  that  the  election  held  in  the  district  was  legally 
conducted,  and  that  Adam  Roadman  was  clearly  elected  over  Andrew 
Harper,  by  a  vote  of  47  to  35,  and  that  there  can  be  no  reasonable 
doubt  about  the  fairness  of  said  election. 

By  Magee  to  Harper : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  know  of  men  who  lost  their 
job  there  ? 
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A.  Yes,  sir ;  from  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  I  was  discharged  from 
the  Standard  Oil  Works  where  I  worked  thirteen  years. 

By  Mr.  Houseman : 

Q.  When  where  you  discharged? 

A.  Last  Friday  morning. 

Q.  That  was  one  day  before  the  election  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Roadman  here  made  a  statement  as  follows  : 

If  he  was  discharged  it  wasn’t  because  he  was  running;  it  was  be¬ 
cause  he  ‘^flopped  ”  over.  He  started  to  run  one  way  ahd  then  flopped 
over.  He  was  first  running  on  the  Citizens’  ticket,  and  we  thought  he 
had  sold  out ;  we  found  he  had  flopped  over  on  the  other  side ;  then  I 
turned  in  and  was  elected  by  twelve  of  a  majority  over  him.  If  there 
were  any  men  who  didn’t  get  to  vote  for  him  it  was  because  they  were 
Democrats.  I  don’t  know  that  he  was  discharged;  he  said  so  to  get 
votes  that  day. 

By  Magee  to  Harper : 

Q  How  many  votes  are  in  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  ? 

A.  There  are  a  good  many. 

Q.  Are  there  ten  ? 

A.  Yes. 

By  Mark  Donley,  of  the  committee  on  contested  seats : 

This  man  says  he  has  lost  his  job,  and  I  think  we  owe  him  some¬ 
thing  for  that ;  and  we  ought  to  give  him  his  seat  in  the  convention ; 
and  I  move  we  give  it  to  him. 

Motion  carried  by  a  vote  of  4  to  3. 


Twentieth  Ward,  Second  Precinct. 

John  A.  Read,  Delegate  Citizens’  Republican;  John  E.  Wall, 
Machine  Republican,  contestant. 

John  E.  Wall,  sworn  : 

,  We  went  down  to  the  school  house  eighteen  or  twenty  minutes 
after  four  o’clock.  We  wanted  to  open  the  polls,  and  we  had  two  of 
the  officers  to  go  in.  This  gentleman  (Read)  objected,  said  he  wanted 
three  officers.  There  was  a  young  man  there  to  vote  who  had  only  seven 
minutes  to  make  his  train.  We  couldn’t  get  the  Board  organized  be¬ 
cause  Mr.  Read  said  it  was  illegal ;  that  there  was  no  one  there  author¬ 
ized  to  swear  the  Board.  After  this  young  man’s  time  was  up  and  he 
had  gone  he  allowed  the  Board  to  be  organized  with  only  two  mem¬ 
bers.  The  election  was  carried  on  with  only  two  members.  At  the 
close  of  the  polls  there  was  some  voters  there  wanting  to  vote,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  had  one  minute  to  seven  by  my  watch.  Just  thenthe 
little  door  closed  and  I  pulled  out  my  watch  and  said,  “  I  have  another 
minute.  ’  ’  Another  man  standing  there  had  two  minutes.  When  the 
polls  were  opened  I  would  judge  it  was  4.20. 
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By  Magee : — 

Q.  What  was  the  vote  there  ? 

A.  46  to  49.  By  that  we  lost  two  or  three  or  may  be  more  votes. 

Q.  How  many  votes  had  you  with  you  when  you  got  back  just 
when  the  polls  closed  ? 

A.  One. 

Alex.  Sprague,  sworn : — I  was  there  at  the  time  the  Board  organ¬ 
ized  and  was  there  when  they  closed.  We  went  down  there  a  little 
after  four  o’clock.  Mr.  Wall  and  Mr.  Read  were  there.  I  had  one  or 
two  voters  with  me.  Mr.  Read  said  that  we  couldn’t  organize  the 
Board,  there  being  only  two  to  go  on,  and  finally  this  gentleman  that 
had  to  make  the  train,  left.  We  asked  Mr.  Read  if  he  was  satisfied  for 
these  gentlemen  to  open  the  polls  and  he  said  he  wouldn’t.  He  said 
he  must  have  a  third  party;  he  said  there  would  have  to  be  one  of  the 
regular  Board  to  swear  them.  Finally  he  looked  over  the  papers  and 
said  that  they  could  swear  some  one,  and  they  could  swear  the  Board 
of  two. 

By  Mr,  Magee : 

Q.  What  time  was  this  ? 

A.  Twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes  after  four. 

Q.  When  did  they  close? 

A.  Two  minutes  of  seven.- 

% 

By  Mr.  Houseman : 

Q.  Who  composed  that  board? 

A.  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Shields. 

Q.  Were  they  both  sworn? 

A.  They  wera  sworn  collectively. 

Q.  Did  they  both  sign  the  paper  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  successful  candidate  to  the  Senatorial  convention? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  And  you  went  into  that  convention  did  you  as  a  delegate 
for  Mr.  Coates  on  credentials  furnished  by  this  board? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  admitted  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Credentials  signed  by  the  same  board^? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  parties  who  were  denied  the  right  to  vote  at 
the  polls  after  they  were  opened? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  man  who  went  away  on  the  train? 

A.  Mr.  Daniel  Brady  ;  I  know  his  sister. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? 

A.  Opposite  the  20th  Ward  School  House,  the  voting  place.  He 
had  to  go  home.  He  was  a  baggage  master  on  the  Pennsylvania  road. 
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By  Magee: — 

Q.  After  objecting  to  organizing  the  board  with  two  members, 
they  finally  consented  to  it? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Houseman: — 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  train  leaving  there  at  seven  minutes 
after  four?  What  train  is  that  ? 

A.  He  only  had  seven  minutes  to  make  the  station.  - 

Q.  Were  those  gentlemen  on  the  board  the  regular  election 
officers  ? 

,  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  majority  had  you  as  a  delegate  to  the  Senatorial 
convention  ? 

A.  Three. 

Q.  And  you  took  your  credentials  from  the  same  board,  and 
entered  the  other  convention  and  voted,  did  you? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  a  Member : — 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  you  lose  by  closing  the  polls? 

A.  Only  one  that  I  know  of. 

By  Houseman : — 

Q.  How  much  majority  did  Read  have  ? 

A.  Three,  the  same  as  I  had. 

E.  N.  Randolph,  sworn.  I  was  an  interested  party  at  the  Pri¬ 
maries  on  Saturday.  I  went  to  the  polling  place  at  four  o’clock,  and 
there  was  no  Board  there.  There  were  men  there  to  vote.  A  few 
minutes  after  I  went  there  Mr.  Read  came  there  and  I  suggested  that 
we  organize  the  Board  and  the  question  arose,  who  should  go  on.  I 
suggested  Davis  Shields  and  then  there  was  a  question  as  to  the  third 
party  on  the  Board  and  that  we  couldn’t  go  on  with  only  two.  I  said 
no.  I  said  I  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  have  two  and  go  on  with 
the  election  until  another  came  to  go  on.  Shortly  after  this  a  young 
man  came  and  wanted  to  vote.  Mr.  Sprague  said  he  only  had  seven 
minutes  to  make  his  train,  but  Read  said  no.  I  asked  Mr.  Read  if  we 
couldn’t  organize  the  Board  with  two  and  he  said  he  was  not  willing; 
there  was  no  particular  hurry,  and  I  didn’t  hear  anything  more. 

By  a  Member: 

Q.  Do  you  think  this  gentleman  lost  any  votes  by  the  polls  not 
being  open? 

A,  Yes,  sir;  he  lost  that  one. 

By  Mr.  Houseman  : 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  ? 

A.  He  told  me. 
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Q.  You  say  you  were  an  interested  party? 

A.  I  was  interested  in  seeing  these  people  get  there. 

Q.  Are  you  a  legalized  voter  there? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  there? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  man  who  attempted  to  vote  and 
didn’t  get  to  do  so  ; 

A.  I  know  of  a  man  after  the  window  was  closed ;  I  heard  him 
say  it  was  two  minutes  to  seven  and  the  polls  were  closed. 

John  A.  Read,  sworn.  I  went  out  on  the  Johnstown  Accommo¬ 
dation  leaving  h^re  at  three  forty  and  I  was  at  the  shool  house  before 
four  o’clock.  There  were  three  or  four  men  there  the  janitor  and  Mr. 
Shields,  and  one  or  two  more ;  those  were  all  the  parties  in  the  building 
and  they  wanted  to  get  the  Board  organized  right  at  once.  They  had 
a  man  there  and  wanted  to  vote  him.  I  didn’t  think  we  had  a  right 
to  organize  unless  we  had  one  of  the  regular  election  officers  there  to 
swear  the  Board  and  I  wanted  instructions.  I  wanted  to  do  it  in  a 
legal  way  and  have  no  trouble  about  it  afterwards.  They  showed  me, 
however,  that  in  the  absence  of  the  regular  Board  that  men  could,  in 
the  presence  of  each  other,  subscribe  to  the  oath ;  we  then  agreed  that 
we  would  let  these  two  men  go  in  and  organize  and  afterwards  Mr. 
Friday  was  permitted  to  go  into  the  Board  and  he  made  out  the  cred¬ 
entials  himself  and  announced  the  result  49  to  46.  There  was  no 
question  between  us  about  the  whole  matter.  To  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  it  was  not  after  four  o’clock  when  we  organized  but  as  to 
closing  before  the  time  there  were  four  or  five  of  us  held  our  watches 
and  I  am  confident  that  it  was  not  before  seven  o’clock,  so  far  as  my 
time  is  concerned. 

Now  the  Committee  may  do  as  they  please. 

A  Member: 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Friday  stood  out  there ;  how  long  was  he 
there  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  Did  he  work  against  you? 

A.  He  was  against  me. 

By  Mr.  Donley: 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Friday  make  this  count  ? 

A.  By  agreement  of  the  candidates  we  permitted  him  to  go  in 
and  assist  as  clerk. 

By  Mr.  Houseman  : 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Friday  sworn  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  was. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  W.  J.  Friday  sign  the  credentials  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  The  Chairman  of  the  Convention  has  the  cre¬ 
dentials.  Mr.  Friday  didn’t  do  anything  but  help  to  count  the  vote. 


14 


A  membet : 

I  move  that  Mr.  Read  retain  his  seat. 

Motion  lost  by  a  vote  of  four  to  three. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  carried  four  to  three  to  seat  Mr. 
Wall.  At  this  point  the  three  members  in  the  minority  entered  a  pro¬ 
test  against  such  an  illegal  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  majority. 
This  action  of  the  committee  in  this  case  was  subsequently  changed  in 
some  manner  and  the  entire  representation  of  the  district  thrown  out, 
and  so  stated  by  the  ‘‘  majority  report  ”  to  the  convention. 

Twenty-first  Ward,  First  Precinct^ 

W.  F.  Aull.  Citizens’  Representative,  holding  credentials ;  Thos. 
Lindsey,  Machine  Representative,  contesting. 

Thomas  Lindsey,  sworn,  and  after  a  few  remarks  by  way  of  a 
personal  explanation,  said:  “I  withdraw  this  contest  against  Mr. 
Aull.” 


Twentieth  Ward,  Third  Precinct. 

M.  H.  Houseman,  Citizens’  Representative  Delegate,  with  the 
credentials.  Notice  of  contest  served  signed  by  name  of  S.  T.  Paisley, 
Machine  Representative. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Paisley  being  called  several  times  he  failed  to 
appear  before  the  committee  to  be  sworn  and  examined.  Mr.  Magee 
then  asked  that  the  case  be  passed  for  the  present.  Mr.  Houseman 
objected  and  stated  in  substance  as  follows :  When  I  received  my 
credentials  from  the  Board  after  the  election,  they  said  I  had  io6 
votes  and  that  Mr.  Paisley  had  received  seventy- five  votes.  Mr. 
Paisley  also  admitted  to  me  there  that  he  was  fairly  defeated.  I  also 
met  him  the  next  day  and  again  on  Monday  morning,  but  he  said 
nothing  whatever  about  making  this  contest.  T  first  saw  the  notice  of 
contest  at  my  office  yesterday  afternoon,  and  I  have  been  told  since  I 
entered  this  building  to-day,  by  a  gentleman  prominently  connected 
with  the  opposition  that  the  committee  would  throw  me  out  of  the 
convention  if  my  District  was  needed  to  carry  it  in  their  interest,  and 
from  what  I  see  going  on  here  I  don’t  doubt  it. 

By  Mr.  Magee : 

Mr.  Paisley  has  notified  me  that  he  withdraws  the  contest. 

Contest  withdrawn. 

Thirty-Third  Ward,  Third  Precinct. 

Harry  Brown,  Machine  Republican,  delegate  with  credentials,  W. 
H.  Barker,  Citizens’  Republican  contestant. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  notice,  proof  of  service 
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and  affidavits  filed  in  this  case,  and  all  of  which,  after  examination  by 
George  T.  Oliver,  Esq.,  temporary  chairman,  in  open  convention, 
were  referred  by  him  to  the  committee  on  contested  seats,  and  were 
handed  to  the  committee  by  the  chairman  of  the  convention,  along 
with  the  papers  filed  in  the  other  cases  of  contest. 


EXHIBIT  A. 


To  Geo.  T.  Oliver,  Esq.,  temporary  chairman,  4th  Representative 
Convention : 

I  present  herewith  proof  of  service  of  notice  of  contest  upon 
Harry  Brown,  holding  credentials  from  third  precinct,  twenty-third 
ward,  Pittsburgh,  to  the  above  convention. 

The  vote  in  the  above  precinct  stood  40  to  49. 

There  were  eighteen  illegal  votes  cast  and  counted  in  favor  of 
Harry  Brown.  Of  these  illegal  votes,  nine  were  non-resident,  three 
were  Democrats  and  the  remainder  were  unqualified  by  reason  of  non¬ 
payment  of  taxes.  Four  of  these  illegal  votes  were  inhabitants  of  a 
gravel- 'train  running  between  this  state  and  Maryland,  and  were  never 
domiciled  here.  The  witnesses  upon  which  I  rely,  are:  J-  W.  Barker, 
W.  C.  Cronemeyer,  Joseph  Hepline,  John  C.  Cox  and  Henry  Weimar. 

I  hereby  certify  that  a  copy  of  the  above  notice  has  been  served 
upon  the  party  whose  seat  is  contested. 

[Signed]  W.  H.  BARKER. 


Allegheny  County,  s.  s. 

W.  H.  Gutelius,  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  depo¬ 
ses  and  says  ;  I  presented  the  notice  hereto  attached  marked  exhibit  A, 
to  Geo.  T.  Oliver,  the  person  designated  as  temporary  chairman  of  the 
fourth  representative  district  convention  at  the  Republican  headquar¬ 
ters,  No.  125  Fifth  Avenue,  on  Monday,  March  31st,  between  the 
hours  of  two  and  three  o’clock  p.  m.  That  the  said  Geo.  T.  Oliver, 
then  and  there  refused  to  receive  said  notice,  stating  that  there  was  no 
proof  of  service.  I  then  called  his  attention  to  the  certificate  at  the 
bottom  of  the  statement,  which  reads  as  follows : 

“I  hereby  certify,  that  a  copy  of  the  above  notice  has  been  served 
upon  the  party  whose  seat  is  contested.” 

Mr.  Oliver  then  replied  that  was  not  sufficient,  and  refused  to  re¬ 
ceive  it. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me 

this  31st  day  of  March,  1884.  [Signed]  W.  H.  GUTELIUS. 

P.  B.  REILLY, 

[seal.]  Alderman, 

Allegheny  County,  ss. 

J.  C.  Cox,  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  resides  in  the  third  district  of  the  Twenty-third  ward,  city 
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of  Pittsburgh,  and  is  a  legal  voter  in  said  ward ;  that  on  Monday,  March 
31st,  1884,  he  delivered  at  the  office  of  Harry  Brown,  No.  113  Water 
Street,  Pittsburgh,  a  notice  that  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Fourth 
RepreUntative  Convention  would  be  contested  by  W.  H.  Barker;  that 
the  said  notice  was  in  writing  and  set  forth  the  reasons  why  the  seat 
would  be  contested  and  was  signed  by  W.  H.  Barker,  the  contestant. 
That  it  also  contained  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  whom  he  expected 
to  prove  the  facts  and  that  it  was  delivered  at  said  office  between  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 

[Signed]  J.  C.  COX. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  , 

me  this  ist  day  of  April,  1884, 

M.  H.  Houseman, 

[seal.]  Notary  Public, 

Allegheny  County,  ss.  . 

W.  H.  Barker,  J.  W.  Barker,  W.  C.  Cronemeyer,  H.  E.  Weimar 

and  J.  *C.  Cox,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  depose  and  say 
that  they  reside  in  the  third  election  district  of  the  Twenty -third  ward, 
city  of  Pittsburgh.  That  they  were  present  at  the  primary  elections 
held  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  Saturday,  March  29th,  1884.  That 
Harry  Brown  received  the  credentials  from  the  election  board  in  said 
district  to  the  fourth  representative  convention  by  a  vote,  as  he  claims, 
of  forty-nine  to  forty.  That  in  the  opinion  of  deponents  illegal  votes 
were  cast  and  received  by  said  board  to  the  number  of  at  least  eighteen. 
A  part  of  these  illegal  votes  were  cast  by  some  persons  who  were 
non-residents  of  said  district  and  by  others  who  are  Democrats,  and  at 
least  four  votes  were  cast  by  colored  men  who  were  living  in  what  is 
called  a camp  train”  running  between  Pittsburgh  and  the  State  of 
Maryland,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  none  of  who  m 
were  residents  of  said  district.  And  deponents  further  say  that  if  a 
fair  investigation  of  the  vote  of  said  district  is  had  they  are  sure  that 
they  can  establish  the  fact  that  more  illegal  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of 
said  Harrv  Brown  than  the  number  claimed  by  him  as  his  majority. 

^  [Signed]  J.W.  BARKER. 

W.  C.  CRONEMEYER. 
H.  E.  WEIMER. 

W.  H.  BARKER. 

J.  C.  COX. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before 
me  this  31st  day  of  March,  1884,  and 

ist  day  of  April,  1884, 

H.  H.  Houseman, 

[seal.]  Notary  Public. 

Both  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Barker,  were  present  with  their  wit¬ 
nesses  who  were  ready  to  be  sworn  and  examined.  Mr.  Houseman 
asked  that  the  case  be  heard,  to  which  Mr.  Magee  objected.  Mr. 
Donley  who  by  this  time  had  caught  the  cue  from  Mr.  Magee  moved 
that  Mr.  Brown  take  the  seat  of  the  district  in  the  convention,  which 
motion  was  carried  by  the  usual  vote  of  4  to  3. 
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Thirty-first  Ward,  First  Precinct. 

P.  Harkins,  Citizens  Republican  Delegate  with  credentials. 
Richard  Thomas,  Machine  Republican  Contestant. 

Richard  Thomas,  sworn.  I  claim  that  there  were  three  illegal 
votes  at  that  election. 

By  Mr.  Magee: — 

Q.  Do  you  know  them  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  us  their  names. 

A.  One  is  named  Herley,  another  Jas.  McCune  and  L.  T.  Gray. 
One  of  them  is  a  non-resident  and  the  other  two  are  Democrats. 
Herling  was  running  on  the  last  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Was  his  vote  challenged? 

A.  I  didn’t  see. 

By  Mr.  Houseman  : — 

Q.  What  was  the  gentleman’s  name  who  received  the  credentials  ? 
A.  Patrick  Harkins. 

Q,  Were  the  credentials  signed  by  all  of  the  Board? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  voted  those  illegal  votes? 

A.  I  mentioned  before. 

A  Member : — 

Q.  How  do  you  know  they  were  voted  against  you  ? 

A.  I  know  that  the  party  that  brought  them  up  was  working 

against  me. 

By  Mr.  Houseman: — 

Q.  Did  you  challenge  his  vote  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  to  the  right  of  any  of  them  to  vote? 

A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Donley: — 

Q.  You  have  known  these  parties  to  be  Democrats. 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Houseman : — 

Q.  Which  two  were  Democrats  ? 

A.  Jas.  McCune  and  Peter  Herley. 

Q.  When  did  you  know  them  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  ? 

A.  All  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  them  vote  the  ticket,  and  if  so,  when? 

A.  I  have  been  tackling  them  to  vote  my  ticket  often. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  they  did  ?  Did 
you  see  their  tickets  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  When  they  came  up  did  you  challenge  their  votes? 

A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  they  didn’t  vote  for  you  that  evening? 
A.  No,  I  couldn’t  do  that. 

Q.  Do  you  say  so? 

A.  Yes,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  and  according  to 
their  actions.  One  of  them  didn’t  live  in  the  ward.  That  is  L.  T.  Gray. 
Q.  How  did  he  vote? 

A.  The  other  side. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? 

A.  Next  door  to  me. 

Q.  And  he  doesn’t  live  in  the  ward? 

A.  The  next  lot  or  two. 

Q.  In  what  ward? 

A.  30th  ward ;  in  our  district. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  was  at  that  time  not  living  in 
the  ward? 

A.  His  family  didn’t  reside  there  at  that  time.  His  family  has 
moved  there  to-day.  He  stayed  with  his  father-in-law  for  a  certain 
period  of  time. 

Q.  Then  he  was  living  with  his  father-in-law  before  the  election? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr  Magee  read  the  law  relating  to  thirty-day  residence. 

By  Mr.  Houseman;  — 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  he  didn’t  live  there  with  his  father-in-law 
for  30  days? 

A.  I  couldn’t  say  that.  But  he  has  been  in  Allegheny  County. 
His  house  is  over  in  Allegheny  City. 

Samuel  Tate,  Sworn: — All  I  know  is  that  Mr.  McCune  and 
Mr,  Herley  are  pronounced  Democrats. 

By  Mr.  Houseman  :  — 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge? 

A.  One  of  them  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  voted  for  Mr.  Thomas? 

A.  I  know  that  one  of  them  did  not.  I  am  sure  that  he  didn’t, 
vote  for  Mr.  Thomas. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  ? 

A.  Why  he  couldn’t  very  well.  He  worked  for  Mr.  Byers. 

Q.  Were  any  of  those  men  challenged? 

A.  I  know  that  he  wasn’t. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  wasn’t  entitled  to  vote? 

A.  I  know  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  vote 
primaries. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  challenged  ? 

A.  McCune  got  his  ballot  in  when  my  back  was 
Q.  How  do  you  know  he  got  his  vote  in  when 
turned  ? 


at  Republican 

turned  to  him. 
your  back  was 
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A.  Well.,  he  wasn’t  just, — well,  of  course  that’s  all  right.  Now 
Jimmie,  says  I,  What  business  have  you  got  in  here?  says  I,  You  have 
no  right  to  vote  in  here.  Says  he  “I  have  got  it  in  all  the  same.” 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  challenge  to  the  board  before  he  voted  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  because. the  vote  was  in  before  I  knew  it. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  a  challenge  after  the  vote  was  taken  in  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I’me  a  Judge  of  Elections  myself  and  it’s  too  late  then. 
Q.  .You  were  not  acting  that  day? 

A.  No,  sir.' 

Patrick  Harkins,  sworn  :  I  gave  McCune  tickets  that  day.  He 
is  a  voter.  Sometimes  he  votes  Democratic  and  sometimes  Republi¬ 
can.  I  don’t  know  about  Herley. 

By  Mr.  Houseman  : 

Q.  You  don’t  know  which  way  he  voted  that  day? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  got  the  credentials  from  the  Board  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  elected  Senatorial  Delegate  at  that  election  ? 

A.  Mr.  Dressier. 

A  Member,': 

Q.  You  were  working  together? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Magee : 

Q.  You  say  this  man  sometimes  votes  the  Independent  ticket? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  often  does  he  vote  the  Republican  ticket  ? 

A.  I  could ’t  tell  you  that.  I  gave  him  a  Republican  ticket  on 
the  general  election. 

By  Mr.  Houseman : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  that  he  ever 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  don’t  know  that. 

Henry  Dressler,  sworn  :  I  live  in  the  First  precinct,  Thirtieth 
ward.  I  was  a  delegate  on  behalf  of  Mr.  McCabe.  I  was  elected. 

Q.  Did  you  enter  the  Convention  ? 

A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  seat  contested? 

A.  No,  sir.  All  I  know  about  these  votes  they  call  illegal  was, 
this  man  Peter  Herley  come  along  and  Mr.  Thomas  or  Mr.  Tate  gave 
him  a  ticket.  They  both  walked  up  to  him.  He  took  the  four  tickets 
and  stepped  off  and  made  a  selection.  He  voted  for  one  of  ours  and 
one  of  theirs.  He  voted  for  me.  He  voted  for  Fulton,  too,  and  he 
wasn’t  objected  to  and  he  voted  for  Fulton  for  Mayor  at  the  general 
election  and  he  is  a  liberal  voter. 
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Mr.  Tate  here  admitted  that  he  gave  Herley  two  tickets  and  asked 
for  his  vote. 

By  Mr.  Houseman : 

Q.  But  both  of  these  gentlemen  (Thomas  and  Tate)  solicited  his 
vote? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  selected  his  ticket.  I  didn’t  hand  McCune 
a  ticket.  I  know  this  much,  that  he  voted  one  cream  colored  ticket 
and  one  white  one.  Our  ticket  was  a  white  one — theirs  was  a  cream 
colored  one. 

A  member  moved  that  Mr.  Harkins  retain  his  seat  he  holding  the 
credentials. 

Motion  lost  by  a  vote  of  four  to  three. 

By  Mr.  Houseman  to  the  Board: — 

Q.  Then  if  the  election  was  illegal  you  would  seat  Mr.  Thomas 
instead  of  Mr.  Harkins  who  received  the  credentials,  would  you  ? 

By  a  majority  Member:  Yes,  sir. 

After  a  motion  to  that  effect  R.  Thomas  obtained  the  seat  by  the 
usual  vote  of  4  to  3. 

Fourteenth  Ward,  Third  Precinct. 

Andrew  Fulton,  Machine  Republican,  with  credentials;  Alex. 
Murdoch,  Citizens’  Republican,  contestant. 

Alex.  Murdoch,  sworn,  and  presented  list  of  names:  My  state¬ 
ment  is  that  that  number,  thirty  or  more,  illegal  votes  were  cast  in  spite 
of  the  challenge  of  authorized  voters.  My  claim  is  that  that  number 
of  illegal  votes  were  cast.  They  took  the  votes  after  they  were  chal¬ 
lenged.  Mr.  Wilson  did  the  challenging.  He  has  a  copy  of  this  list 
of  names.  There  are  thirty-one  on  the  list. 

By  a  Member: — 

Q.  Who  were  these  voters  ? 

A.  They  were,  as  far  as  I  know,  Virginia  negroes  that  were  work¬ 
ing  on  the  Junction  Railroad. 

Q.  How  long  had  they  been  in  Pittsburg? 

A.  I  can’t  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Were  they  recognized  citizens  of  that  district  ? 

A.  No,  they  were  not;  they  were  not  registered;  they  never 
paid  taxes. 

Wm.  Scott,  sworn. 

By  a  Member : 

Q.  You  reside  in  that  district  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  got  to  the  polls  about  4.30  Saturday  evening  and 
remained  there  until  6  o’clock.  During  the  time  I  was  there  a  number 
of  these  colored  men  voted,  eighteen  or  twenty  of  them.  They  were 
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challenged.  They  were  taken  inside  and  sworn  according  to  Rule  4, 
that  they  were  qualified  voters.  That  was  all  right,  but  I  do  not  think 
it  was  authorized  for  this  reason :  That  rule  sets  forth  that  every  qual¬ 
ified  voter  shall  have  the  right  to  vote.  The  only  question  that  was 
raised  before  the  board  there  was  as  to  whether  or  not  these  men  were 
qualified  voters.  I  claimed  that  that  rule  prescribes  that  they  should  be 
qualified  to  vote  at  a  general  election,  to  enable  them  to  vote  at  a 
primary.  Mr.  Moreland  said  that  was  not  so,  that  it  only  required 
thirty  days’  residence.  A  number  of  the  men  admitted  that  their  homes 
were  in  Maryland  or  Virginia.  One  man  said  he  lived  on  the  South 
Side,  and  that  if  he  voted  at  a  general  election  it  would  be  on  the 
South  Side,and  I,  myself,  saw  six  or  seven  of  the  cases  I  have  mentioned. 
It  was  not  until  to-day  that  I  made  an  examination  of  the  law.  But 
here  is  the  law  of  1881  regulating  primary  elections,  (read  section  4 
as  follows): 


Act  of  June  8th,  1881. 

Section  4. — If  any  person,  not  qualified  to  vote  at  a  general  elec¬ 
tion,  shall  vote  at  a  nominating  election  held  by  any  political  party,  or 
if  any  person  shall  procure,  advise  or  induce  such  disqualified  person 
to  so  vote,  or  if  any  person  shall  vote  at  more  than  one  election  dis¬ 
trict,  or  otherwise  vote  more  than  once  on  the  same  day  for  the  nomin¬ 
ation  of  a  candidate,  or  shall  fraudulently  vote  more  than  one  ticket 
for  the  same  candidate  at  the  same  time,  or  if  any  person  shall  advise 
or  procure  another  so  to  do,  he  or  they  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde¬ 
meanor,  and  on  conviction  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars  and  imprisoned  for  a  term  of  time  not  exceeding 
three  months. 

And  I  saw  that  more  men  were  voted  there,  who,  on  their  own  state¬ 
ment  had  no  right  to  vote  at  that  election,  than  were  necessary  to 
change  the  majority  to  the  other  side  and  they  were  brought  there  by 
the  police  force. 

By  Mr.  Houseman : — 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  thatjchallenges  were  made  on  the 
grounds  that  you  have  stated  ? 

A.  Unquestionably ;  they  were  on  the  ground  that  a  man  had  to 
be  a  qualified  voter  at  a  general  election  in  order  to  vote  there. 

Q.  And  did  Mr.  Moreland  advise  the  Board  to  receive  the  votes? 

A.  He  didn’t  advise  the  Board;  he  argued  that.  He  urged  that  the 
Board  were  required  to  take  those  votes. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Fulton  present? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  insist  on  the  right  of  these  men  to  vote  ? 

A.  I  didn’t  hear  him  say  anything. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Moreland  argued  that 
the  Board  should  take  these  votes  ? 

A.  Unquestionably;  that  if  a  man  lived  in  that  district  he  was 
qualified  to  vote. 
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‘  By  Mr.  Donley  : — 

Q.  Can  you  positively  swear  that  these  men  voted  for  Mr.  Fulton? 
A.  I  don’t  know  that;  only  that  I  think  so  from  the  fact  that  the 
men  who  brought  them  there  were  working  for  Mr.  Fulton. 

Jas.  D.  Wilson  sworn:  These  colored  men  were  brought  up 
there  to  vote  by  the  special  policeman  employed  by  the  Junction  road. 
I  challenged  every  vote  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  qualified 
voters.  Mr.  Moreland  argued  that  they  were.  I  objected  to  every 
vote  going  in,  except  the  men  were  sworn.  Not  one  of  them  had  been 
registered.  They  didn’t  know  what  it  meant  even,  and  none  of  them 
had  paid  taxes,  but  their  votes  were  accepted  and  counted. 

By  Mr.  Houseman; — 

Q.  They  were  voted  in  squads,  you  say? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  a  policeman  came  up  with  a  book  and  called  off 
their  names.  There  were  thirty  colored  men. 

Q.  What  majority  had  Fulton? 

A.  Five. 

Q.  Did  they  vote  tickets  handed  them  by  the  friends  of  and 
workers  for  Fulton? 

A.  Certainly  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Magee;  — 

Q.  Were  you  admitted  to  the  Senatorial  Convention? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

By  a  member;- — 

Q.  Did  any  of  these  men  vote  at  the  city  election  a  short 
time  ago? 

A.  No,  sir;  and  a  great  many  of  them,  I  have  been  informed, 
took  the  train  last  night  for  Baltimore. 

Lambert  Hartley,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Houseman;  — 

Q.  Were  you  the  judge  of  that  election  out  there? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  these  votes? 

A.  1  did'. 

Q.  What  induced  you  to  receive  them  after  they  were  challenged  ? 
A.  1  received  them  under  rule  four. 

Q.  Upon  your  own  construction  of  the  rule  or  upon  the 
construction  placed  on  it  by  others? 

A.  On  my  own  construction.* 

Q.  Before  deciding,  was  there  an  argument  made  by  Major 
Moreland  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  that  did  not  influence  me. 

Q.  Were  you  or  were  you  not  influenced  in  taking  those  votes 
by  any  evidence  that  was  produced  before  you  that  day? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  don’t  think  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  them  believing  that  they  had  a  legal  right  to 
vote  ? 
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A.  I  swore  them  under  that  rule,  and  when  a  man  swears  to  his 
vote,  under  that  rule,  I  have  no  other  alternative,  as  I  understand. 

Q.  Did  they  sign  that  oath  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  they  did  not.  It  is  not  required  at  a  primary.  I 
never  saw  it  done  at  a  primary. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  that  you  didn’t  require  it? 

A.  I  didn’t  know  anything  at  all  about  the  law  governing  prima¬ 
ries  ;  nothing  excepting  rule  four. 

Q.  Were  not  objections  made  in  your  hearing  by  Mr.  Scott  and 
by  others,  that  these  men  had  no  right  to  vote,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  not  legal  voters? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  that  statement  made. 

Q.  And  in  deciding,  did  you  over-rule  that  objection? 

A.  I  took  those  votes  under  rule  four,  of  the  County  Executive 
Committe.  I  read  the  rule  to  every  man,  and  asked  him  if  he  under¬ 
stood  it,  and  in  every  case  he  said  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  day,  that  a  man  must  be  a  resident 
of  the  State  one  year? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  acting  as  a  Judge  of  Elections? 

A.  This  is  the  second  time. 

Q.  In  your  judgment,  what  was  required  to  entitle  a  man  to  vote? 

A.  If  it  had  been  at  a  general  election  I  would  have  known;  not 
at  a  primary. 

Q.  Where  do  you  draw  the  distinction  between  a  primary  and  a 
general  election? 

A.  Under  rule  four  every  qualified  voter  must  reside  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  30  days. 

Q.  What  do  you  understand  the  term  qualified  voter  to  mean? 

A.  I  know  what  in  means  at  a  general  election. 

Q.  What  does  it  mean  there? 

A.  That  a  man  must  be  a  resident  of  the  State  for  one  year. 

By  Mr.  Magee: — 

Q.  Do  you  doubt  the  Republicanism  of  any  of  those  men  who 
are  under  discussion? 

A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Houseman: — 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  politics? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  know  how  they  voted? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Magee: — 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  as  to  there  having  resided  30  days  in  that 
district? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  all  qualify  that  they  had  so  resided? 

A.  '  Yes,  sir,  they  did. 
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Q.  Did  they  qualify  that  they  were  Republicans  ? 

A.  They  did. 

Q.  And  if  they  were  engaged  there  upon  that  work  at  the  next 
Presidential  Election,  do  you  doubt  that  their  votes  would  be  cast  tor 
the  republican  candidate  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Houseman: — 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  have  no  doubt  that  these  men 
resided  in  that  district  for  thirty  days  prior  to  the  election ;  do  you 
know  any  of  them  personally? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  well,  I  know  some  of  them. 

Q.  What  ones? 

A.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Only,  John  Only. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  one  you  know, — was  he  one  of  those  negroes 
on  the  Junction  road? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  whole  board  sworn? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  these  votes  had  been  thrown  out,  would  that  have  changed 
the  result  in  that  district? 

A.  I  don’t  think  I  have  a  right  to  answer  that  question? 

Mr.  Murdoch  desires  to  add  the  following : 

I  reside  in  that  ward  and  have  been  a  straight  republican — 

Mr,  Magee, — Do  you  always  vote  the  republican  ticket? 

Mr.  Murdoch:  If  the  Republicans  don’t  put  up  a  man  I  can 
vote  for,  I  don’t  vote.  In  this  matter  I  was  asked  to  stand  as  a  Blaine 
delegate  and  I  said  I  was  willing.  I  went  around  and  solicited  my 
friends  and  got  votes  enough  to  elect  me,  and  then  this  vote  was 
neutralized  by  a  lot  of  illegal  voters  brought  in  from  that  railroad. 

Andrew  Fulton,  sworn, 

By  Mr.  Houseman : — 

Q.  Do  you  claim  the  right  to  sit  in  this  convention  on  the  vote 
of  that  day? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  your  majority  was? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  five. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  with  respect  to  the  votes  of  these 
colored  men. 

A.  The  only  thing  I  know  was  they  conformed  to  the  rules  and 
regulations. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  they  voted  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  objection  made  that  day  to  their  right  to 
vote? 

A.  Mr.  Wilson  made  some  objection  I  believe. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Scott’s  objections? 

A.  Not  as  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Moreland  make  an  argument  in  favor  of 
their  right  to  vote  ? 
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A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  in  presence  of  the  board  ? 

A.  They  had  an  argument  outside. 

By  Mr.  Murdoch  : — 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  arrangement  whereby  those  colored  men 
were  to  be  brought  up  there  and  voted  in  your  interest  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know  who  they  voted  for. 

By  Mr.  Houseman  : — 

Q.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  for  whom  these  men  were  voting  ? 
A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  at  that  time  that  objection  was  made  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  illegal  voters  and  didn’t  you  know  they  were 
for  you  ? 

A.  I  heard  objections  made.  I  don’t  know  what  the  questions 
were.  I  didn’t  hear  any  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  this  policeman  who  brought  them  up  ? 

A.  I  know  one  of  them. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ? 

A.  Austin  is  his  name.' 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mcllhany  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  bringing  some  up  there  ? 

A.  He  was  in  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Murdoch  : — 

Q.  Didn’t  you  see  him  bringing  them  in  there  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know  that  they  brought  them  in.  They  were  with 
them. 

Q.  Who  took  them  inside  into  the  election  room  ? 

A.  I  was  there  very  little ;  I  was  outside. 

A  Member : — 

I  move  this  argument  closes. 

By  Mr.  Houseman  : — 

I  desire  to  offer  the  Act  of  Assembly  that  was  read  by  Mr.  Scott, 
in  evidence. 

A  Member : — 

I  move  that  Mr.  Fulton  takes  his  seat. 

Carried  by  the  usual  vote  of  four  to  three. 

Adjourned  to  meet  in  convention. 

When  the  Committee  on  contests  returned  to  the  Convention, 
and  the  majority  report  had  been  presented — a  report  was  also  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  minority  of  said  committee,  which  provided  for  a  ch 
in  the  report  of  the  majority  as  follows : 

First.  That  Alexander  Murdock  is  entitled  to  the  seat  from  the 
Third  District,  Fourteenth  Ward,  instead  of  Andrew  Fulton. 
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Second.  That  A.  Roadman  is  entitled  to  the  seat  from  the  Second 
District,  of  the  Eighteenth  Ward,  instead  of  A.  Harper. 

Third.  That  John  A.  Read  is  entitled  to  the  seat  from  the 
Second  District,  of  the  Twentieth  ward. 

Fourth.  That  W.  H.  Barker  is  entitled  to  the  seat  from  the  Third 
District,  of  the  Twenty-third  ward,  instead  of  Harry  Brown. 

Fifth.  That  P.  Harkins  is  entitled  to  the  seat  from  the  First  Dis¬ 
trict,  of  the  Thirtieth  ward,  instead  of  R.  Thomas. 

After  repeated  demands  made  by  several  delegates.  Chairman 
Fulton  ruled  that  the  minority  report  would  be  received  by  the  con¬ 
vention.  When  it  was  so  received,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  House¬ 
man  that  the  minority  report  be  adopted,  which  was  duly  seconded. 
Objections  were  made  by  Messrs.  Ford  &  Magee  to  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  the  report  of  the  majority  was  binding  under  Rule  6, 
(above  recited)  to  which  Mr.  Houseman  replied  that  the  Rule  had  been 
violated  and  annulled  by  the  President  in  the  appointment  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  could  not  be  enforced  by  the  chair  to  rule  the  present 
motion.  The  chairman  however,  refused  to  put  the  question  to  the 
convention,  or  permit  a  discussion  of  either  the  majority  or  minority 
report  by  the  convention  and  took  it  upon  himself  to  decide  that  the 
majority  report  was  adopted,  without  giving  an  opportunity  to 
vote  on  it. 

Confusion  now  became  general,  amid  which  Chairman  Fulton  and 
his  followers  were  making  every  effort  to  complete  the  call  of  the  roll 
on  the  election  of  delegates. 

The  Second  precinct  of  the  Thirteenth  ward  having  been  called, 
and  Mr.  Dawson  who  claimed  to  represent  Mr.  Nagle,  attempted  to 
cast  his  vote  for  the  Machine  delegates.  Mr.  Aull  again  protested 
against  this  vote  being  so  recorded.  Chairman  Fulton  refused  to 
recognize  the  protest,  and  endeavored  to  force  the  call  of  the  roll, 
whereupon,  the  Citizens’  Delegates  finding  it  impossible  to  obtain  their 
just  rights  in  the  convention  under  the  rulings  of  Chairman  Fulton, 
and  in  order  to  avoid  a  personal  conflict  between  the  opposing  dele¬ 
gates,  proceeded  at  once  to  withdraw  from  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
notified  the  Chair  when  retiring  that  they  would  meet  immediately  at 
the  rooms  of  the  Iron  Association,  No.  77  Fourth  avenue,  where  they 
intended  to  elect  four  delegates  to  the  State  Convention,. to  represent 
the  Fourth  Representative  District,  and  that  they  would  carry  the  con¬ 
test  and  all  matters  pertaining  thereto  by  an  appeal  to  the  State  Con¬ 
vention,  to  be  held  at  Harrisburg,  April  i6th,  1884. 

The  Citizens’  Republican  Delegates  on  leaving  Select  Council 
Chamber  went  immediately  to  the  rooms  of  the  Iron  Association  on 
Fourth  Avenue  and  proceeded  at  once  to  business,  with  their  organiza¬ 
tion  as  previously  elected  in  the  convention,  with  C.  P.  Tiers,  Vice 
President,  in  the  absence  of  Chairman  Fulton,  and  three  Secretaries, 
who  had  also  been  elected  as  such  in  the  convention  A  call  of  the 
roll  showed  a  majority  ot  the  election  precincts  within  the  Fourth  Rep¬ 
resentative  District  represented  in  the  convention,  and  upon  motion 
Messrs.  W  M.  Hartzell,  George  W.  Irwin,  S  D.  Warmcastle  and  W. 
C.  Taylor  were  duly  elected  delegates  fronrthe  said  District  to  the 
Republican  State  Convention  to  be  held  at  Harrisburg,  April  i6th,  1884. 


